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RRC members have talked about doing a ranch intern project for some time and finally in March 2018, pro-
gram administrator, Stacey Barta, got the ball rolling.  Wyoming has had a program for some time and were 
generous with information on what worked and what didn’t. Lesson learned – be careful what you wish for as a 
good administrator will make it happen.  Following those guidelines, and a quick application process, 2 young 
ladies were accepted and began their summer route across the state staying with each of the 6 Range Com-
mittee members.  Abby is studying for a career in Soil and Water Science at MSU and Megan is studying to be 
a wildlife biologist at the University of N.D.  The interns were provided a stipend and travel funds through an 
NRCS/DNRC agreement and the funds were run through the Judith Basin Conservation Dist.  Goals for the 
program included getting the interns to field days and meetings with organizations or agencies affecting or in-
volving our operations, helping with daily doings on the ranch (we were lucky enough to have plenty of hay for 
them to stack!), conversations about the economics of ranching, ranch history, plant id, what happens through 
out the year on the ranch, and whatever else we could think of that Is pertinent to our operations. 

Starting in May, the interns spent 2 weeks together at 4 ranches in Raynsford, Gold Creek, Elmo, and Nye.  
They ended their term by alternating between Sidney and Winnett at the end of July and early August.  Every-
one wants to come to the Winnett area in the heat and “bugginess” of summer after being in western Montana, 
right??  But they were troopers and dived into whatever projects we had going on (all OSHA approved working 
conditions of course). 

Megan came first, and I immediately left a gate open and didn’t get a water-gap fenced so the 2 beef cows 
could get out and travel about 10 miles.  This provided us with 4 days of riding and showing her our lovely ter-
rain of trees and cut coulees.  Lesson learned – always shut the gate!  Megan spent several days moving hay 
bales with a pickup that had a stinky cab and no air conditioning and navigating over the many ruts from last 
winter.  But she was determined to get done before she left, and she got very close but decided to leave a few 
so that Abby could also have the experience.  Lesson learned – share the fun with friends.  We also had a 
stucco project going on finishing around the bottom of our house and I assured Megan that working on your 
knees with a trowel and cement really was ranch work and would look good on her resume’.  Once again, we 
kept some of that project for Abby to share.  Megan helped us sort cattle.  Lesson learned – wear earplugs 
when helping the husband and wife work cattle. We didn’t get Megan off the place too many times as she was 
here during what seemed to be a “slow meeting time” but did make the Lewistown fair and various local func-
tions.   

Abby came and overlapped with Megan for a couple of days.  We were fortunate enough to be invited to the 
Kiehl Ranch to look at their sheep operation and with great timing, Austin took each girl up in the seasoned 
(not antique) one passenger plane to see the sheep.  Lesson learned – neighbors are awesome and much 
better organized than some of us and being in the right place at the right time has its rewards.  Since weeds 
are a big part of life here, both girls helped with spraying at various times.  Lesson learned – it is great having 
help with a tedious job and we all agreed that I will have job security for a long time.  We were able to take the 
girls sharks tooth hunting and watched some wildlife along the way.  Lesson learned – if you can get through 
the tedious jobs, the ranch produces some fun stuff also. 
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So, we got to meet a new personality with Abby and as stated above Abby was allowed to finish the bale 
moving and stucco projects.  Lesson learned – its great to have friends that share??  Abby is a people person 
which was fortunate, as the meeting season had begun again, and we went to a C.D. meeting and an ACES 
meeting. She also helped the Big Sky Watershed Corp employees with their aquatic invasive species booth 
one day at the Lewistown fair.  Lesson learned – community and civic duties are important.  Abby helped roll 
up some old fence and ran the transit helping Skip survey for a drain ditch.  Lesson learned – variety is good 
on the resume’.   

All kidding aside, we really enjoyed the experience and would highly recommend it to others.  Both girls really 
seemed to have enjoyed and learned from the involvement and thought it was a beneficial program.  It is also 
good for us to hear their perspectives, questions, and how they perceive our occupation.  Lesson learned – 
we need to be able to explain/justify why and how we are doing things.  We had conversations about the eco-
nomics on the ranch, the many variables like markets, weather, health, politics, etc. that affect the bottom line 
and how we can be conservationists.  Lesson learned – to conserve we need to be making a living, to make a 
living we need to conserve.   

The Range Committee hopes to continue this program, and in the future, will be looking for additional hosts.  
Contact the C.D. office who can put you in touch with the program if anyone is interested in being involved. 

Skip and Diane Ahlgren 

N e w s  R e l e a s e s  

NRCS Sets Program Funding Application Cutoff for October 19 
Contact: 
Jerry Shows  
(406) 587-6967 

BOZEMAN, Mont., Sept. 19, 2018–The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has 
set a Oct. 19, 2018, application cutoff for agricultural operators to be considered for 2019 conser-
vation program funding through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. 

NRCS provides funding and technical assistance to help farmers and ranchers implement conserva-
tion practices that provide environmental benefits to help sustain agricultural operations. Conserva-
tion program participation is voluntary and helps private landowners and operators defray the costs 
of installing conservation practices. 

NRCS accepts conservation program applications year-round; however, applications for 2019 fund-
ing consideration must be submitted by Oct. 19, 2018. Applications made after the Oct. 19 cutoff 
will be considered in the next funding cycle. Additional information is available on the Montana 
NRCS website at www.mt.nrcs.usda.gov under the Programs tab or you can contact your local 
NRCS service center. 
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North 40 Ag along with NRCS and Petro-
leum County Conservation District host-
ed a field day on August 30, 2018.   The 
field day was held at Sig Pugrud’s, south 
of Winnett.  Marni Thompson, NRCS, 
discussed the 5 principles of soil health 
and showed the group their importance 
with infiltration and slake tests of the 
soils.  Attendees also got to see the rain-
fall simulator in action, visually showing 
the differences in infiltration and runoff 
for diverse no-till cropping system vs. a 

conventional cropping system and a healthy range site vs. poor range site or monoculture hay land site.   

 Kate Vogel and Josh M with North 40 Ag identified the variety of species that were present in the 
cover crop that was planted in June-July 2018.   They also talked about the purpose and benefits that 
those species can provide for the soil as well as grazing value.  
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FOR SALE 

LANDOWNERSHIP MAPS 

$25.00 / $32.00 each 

Fabric and Fabric Staples 

Fabric rolls $130.00 each or $.25 cents per foot by 
width of fabric 

Wildlife Escape ramps $45.00 

Sage Grouse Fence Markers $.25 each 

Gate Closers $ 18.00  

Range Plant & Grass ID Books ($15-30 call for prices) 

We also can order in tree tubes, and survey flags. 

                 FOR RENT 

TREE PLANTER  FABRIC LAYER 

GOPHER GETTER LEVEL & TRI-POD 

FLOW METER      GPS UNITS 

RANGELAND MONITORING BAG 

Call the CD Office for availability of all items. 

Prices are subject to change 

310 PERMITS are required: 

If you are planning any project includ-
ing the construction of new facilities or 
the modification, operation, and 
maintenance of an existing facility that 
may affect the natural existing shape 
and form of any stream, its banks or its 
tributaries. Any private entity or non-
governmental individual that proposes 
to work in or near a stream on public or 
private land must obtain a 310 permit 
prior to any activity in or near a peren-
nial stream.   

 

When in doubt please call the 
Conservation District Office @ 

429-6646 ext. 104 for more in-
formation. 

Check out our Facebook 
page  @  

https://www.facebook.com/
Petcocd.55 

The Petroleum County CD is on the WEB!   

Please check in with us at www.petroleumcd.com  

Also if you are interested in signing up for electronic newsletters, event flyers please 
contact the district with your email address or sign up on the website. 

The district would like to go paperless soon …. 
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BOZEMAN – Montana ranchers are encouraged to donate a steer for the benefit of the learning and development of next genera on 

agricultural producers. Montana State University’s College of Agriculture is seeking dona ons of steers for its Steer‐A‐Year program. 

The program accepts donated steers, monetary support and feed. 

The donated steers allow students in the program to engage in hands‐on learning of the beef industry. Students par cipate in applied 

learning experiences and courses such as beef ca le management, professional development in beef produc on systems, livestock 

management, meat science and livestock evalua on. 

Through Steer‐A‐Year, students care daily for steers that Montana ranchers have donated to the university. The steers live at MSU’s 

Bozeman Agricultural Research and Teaching, or BART, Farm, and students are responsible for everything from feeding the animals to 

health checks and vaccina ons. Students also provide steer produc on data – such as average daily weight gain, carcass informa on 

when the meat is harvested and even gene c tes ng to the ranchers who donated them. 

Hannah DelCurto Wyffels, instructor in the Department of Animal and Range Sciences and Steer‐A‐Year program manager, said the 

program has grown from eight to 30 steers in the last few years. The increase in donated steers has increased the number of students 

who are able to par cipate in Steer‐A‐Year, she said. 

“The steer contribu ons are the basis of what we do and what we have the poten al to do,” Wyffels said. “Our partnership with Mon‐

tana livestock producers is one that we’re very proud of, because our stakeholders understand that teaching the next genera on of 

agriculture leaders begins with important first‐hand experience for our students.” 

Steer‐A‐Year students sell the steers directly to MSU’s Culinary Services. Last year, students sold 30 steers to the program, and 

the College of Agriculture and MSU's Farm to Campus program in Culinary Services hosted a Montana Steer‐A‐Year beef dinner for the 

public in the Miller Dining Commons. The Steer‐A‐Year ca le are processed at Pioneer Meats in Big Timber and are used for anything 

from large ro sserie roasts to stews in campus dining halls and university events. One of the finest cuts, New York strip steak, is grilled 

at the First Meal event, when up to 4,000 new students gather for an outdoor picnic at MSU’s Romney Oval. 

Awards are presented to the best ini al feeder steer, the steer with the top rate of gain and best carcass. Profits from sales of the 

steers fund student ac vi es in the College of Agriculture.  Last year, thanks to funds from Steer‐A‐Year proceeds, Wyffels said MSU’s 

Livestock Judging Team competed at the Na onal Western Stock Show in Denver; the Houston Livestock Show in Houston; and the 

Nebraska Ca lemen’s Classic in Kearney, Nebraska. 

Donated steers make a direct impact on students, par cularly those par cipa ng in the livestock judging team, Wyffels said. 

“The funds allow judging team members to compete na onally and learn the importance of professionally represen ng Montana and 

MSU,” she said. “The en re program represents agriculture from every corner: animal science educa on, business, economics and, 

finally, ge ng the product to the consumer.” 

Approximately 20 students from various backgrounds and majors in agriculture studies are enrolled this year in the Steer‐A‐Year 

course, Wyffels said. She noted that the prac cal learning experiences with the steers are valuable for all of those students. 

Steers will be accepted between Oct. 31 and Nov. 18. For more informa on about the Steer‐A‐Year program or how to donate a steer, 

contact Wyffels at 406‐994‐3752 or Hannah.delcurto@montana.edu.  
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The public is always invited to the Conserva on District mee ngs.  

Regular mee ngs are held the last Monday of each month at the 

USDA/PCCD office up on the hill.  Mee ng  me is 3:00 p.m.  Look 

for no ces posted around Winne . 

All PCCD and NRCS programs are offered on a nondiscriminatory 
basis without regard to race, color, nation of origin, religion, sex, 

age, marital status or handicap. 
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