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November 28, 2016 
 
Chairman Ralph Corbett called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation 
District to order at 5:15 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Laura Kiehl, 
Craig Iverson, Sarah Stevens Rodney Rowton, Diane Ahlgren, James Brady and Sigrid Pugrud.   
Also present were Carie Hess, guest Laura Nowlin and Emily Standley and by phone Marni 
Thompson. The October 31st minutes were read; Rodney Rowton moved to approve as corrected 
and Sarah Stevens seconded, motion carried. 
 
Guest/ Public Comment:  
Emily Standley, Montana Rangelands Partnership - Emily reported that she has done some 
grazing workshops over the last couple of months now that field season is closing.  She also 
reported that she had attended the local grazing meetings as well as presented at the MACD State 
Convention in Sidney.  Lastly she asked the board that if they knew of anyone who would be 
interested in starting a grazing plan or updating their existing grazing plans to please share her 
contact information with them.   
  
Reports:  
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report noting that in 
her haste she had accidently printed a check to MasterCard instead of an ACH.  Ralph Corbett 
moved to void the check and pay by ACH and Diane Ahlgren seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.  Laura Kiehl moved to approve the report as submitted, Sarah Stevens seconded 
the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.   

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Craig Iverson moved to approve as 
submitted and Rodney Rowton seconded the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: Carie went through her grant status page with the board.  She noted that 
she was working on a few grant reports that will need signatures later on this week or next week.  
She also mentioned that she would be working on closing out those grants that were due to 
expire and getting those grant reports completed and submitted. 
 
Open Range Consulting: Carie reported that Nikki had submitted a proposal to NRCS but that 
that proposal was not funded for this year but was held over for the next fiscal year as a 
possibility.  Carie noted that there are a few grant opportunities out there that she could work on 
getting more information on and look at requirements for submitting an application.  It was also 
noted that the Bureau of Land Management Lewistown Field Office was also looking for some 
funding to have this project done on a larger scale.    
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New Working Group – It was brought up that supervisors should come to the next meeting with 
some ideas as to what they would like to see this group do and Carie should have a better idea 
and more information on this group.  
 
It was also noted that a community working group had met just prior to the board meeting and 
that several topics were brought up and that it appears that there are two that will be moving 
forward right away.  One of the projects to come forth would be to have the Conservation 
District support an application for a feasibility study to see if a local group or organization could 
be put together to be able to purchase land for conservation efforts such as a grass bank.  Laura 
Nowlin reported that she had done some looking into a National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
Grant (NFWF) that could be written but that those applications were due December 15th and the 
awards would be announced in March.  It was noted that if things did not come together with 
match money and in-kind that the district could withdraw the application in the future.  Craig 
Iverson moved that the Conservation District should support and submit the application; Diane 
Ahlgren seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Website - The district does have a website currently it is not live but it is hoped that by the first 
of the year it will be live.  Things are being added to the site to get it ready to go live. 
 
MACD State Convention – The 2016 convention was held in Sidney and it seemed to go well.  
The 2017 convention will be held in Glasgow at the Cottonwood Inn.  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Nothing to report at this time. 
 
MRCDC Report: Laura Kiehl reported she had attended the quarterly meeting in Sidney and 
that the council did a year in review presentation.  It was noted that the next meeting would be 
January 5th after the Milk River Watershed Alliance (MRWA) meeting in Havre.  It was also 
noted that there was a bison association meeting scheduled for January 6th or 7th in Great Falls 
and a Bison subcommittee meeting in Lewistown on December 5th.  Lastly it was reported that 
the council would be working towards meeting with Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP) and Noreen 
Walsh again in 2017.   
 
MWC Report: It was reported that the next meeting is scheduled for December 13th in 
Roundup starting at noon.  The Roundup Reach Alternatives study is completed and that the 
Renewable Resource Development Grant (RRGL) ranked 59 of 94 but that the Governor’s 
budget only has funding included for the top 24 projects.  The Big Sky Watershed Corp 
Members will start January 9th.    
 
MSGOT Report: Diane reported that things have been happening quickly now and that the 
original stakeholder’s group is working on the mitigation and habitat tools.  She noted that she 
had attended a meeting on November 18th in Sidney and that the next meeting is December 6th in 
Helena.  It was noted that they approved another easement at the last meeting this one is on a 
ranch that was already approved for a conifer removal project.  It was reported that quite a few of 
the original projects have been removed but that they have approved three.  Lastly she noted that 
Carolyn Simes was in the area working on sage grouse stuff and attending local meetings the 
first part of November and that Carolyn seems to be receptive to the idea of term easements 
instead of perpetual easements.   
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NRCS: Marni Thompson reported the field office had received three SGI special initiative 
applications which would allow cropland to be turned into native grasses.  She noted that they 
are continuing with the EQIP planning and field work and that she had received a list from Reba 
about the different topics for suture workshops and that they were working on getting something 
together for February.  Lastly she reminded the board that Jay Furher was coming to the 
Lewistown and Winifred areas on December 14th and 15th.   
 
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig Reported that having attended the community work group meeting earlier that afternoon 
that it was very inspirational.   
 
Diane- reported that Laura Nowlin did a wonderful job with the Musselshell Watershed 
Coalition presentation at the state convention.  She also reported that she had attended the 
community working group meeting before the CD meeting and felt that it went very well.  
 
Laura – Reported that she was the voting representative for Petroleum County CD at the state 
convention and that the bylaw changes were discussed but no changes were made.  She also 
noted that they gave Jeff Tiberi a raise but did not give Elena a raise.  She lastly noted that Jeff 
Mosley with Montana State University Extension gave a talk at the state convention that was 
also a great presentation.   
 
Rodney  – Nothing at this time.   
 
Ralph – Nothing at this time.   
 
Sarah – Nothing at this time. 
 
Sig – Reported that the Petroleum County Planning Board will have their next meeting on 
November 8th and that District staff and board are invited to attend.     
 
James – Nothing at this time. 
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Supervisor Terms & Elections – It was noted that Carie would resend out what Jane Holzer 
with the Montana Salinity Control Association had sent about the responsibilities for the 
representative for that group and that the board would come to the December meeting with an 
idea on who to appoint to that board.  Rodney Rowton moved to appoint James Brady to fulfill 
Amanda Gillett’s open position on the District Board, Sarah Stevens seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously.  Laura Kiehl moved to appoint Sigrid Pugrud to fulfill Diane Ahlgren’s 
position on the District Board, Rodney Rowton seconded and the motion passed unanimously.  
Craig Iverson’s position is expiring December 31, 2016 but he has agreed to be appointed as an 
Associate Supervisor of the board and Diane Ahlgren has also agreed to be appointed as an 
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Associate Supervisor of the board. It was also noted that Nate Descheemaeker should be 
contacted to see if he would be willing to sit on the board.     
 
Black-footed Ferret reintroduction/Prairie Dog Management – Laura Kiehl had done some 
research on the costs to vaccinate prairie dogs but stated that she could not find a lot of 
information on it.  The numbers that she did find were from 2014 in a UC Davis report that 
stated it costs about $500,000 to vaccinate.  She also noted that she has seen a second hatch this 
year in her area.  This item would be discussed more at the December meeting.   
  
Permissive Mill Levy – It was noted were the board was in the process. It was noted that the 
board would not be looking to do any of the public hearings or advertising until after the first of 
the year.  It was noted that the board would start discussions in late February and have Laurie 
Zeller and Karl Christians attend or phone in.   
  
Employee Policy Handbook Changes – Carie mentioned that the changes had not been 
completed and that the appendices had not been received.  She will inform the board as soon as 
they have been and then the policy can be reviewed and approved.  
 
New Business:  
Permits – None at this time.  
 
Christmas Party -  It was noted that the board would just have a simple get together after the 
next board meeting.  
 
CO Engine – Laura Kiehl brought in several informational packets about the different varieties 
of CO engines there are and prices.  It was stated that at this time the board would not make a 
choice but would review this at the next meeting with a more definite answer.    
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting December 28th, 2016 @ 2 pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 7:25 pm 
 
 
 
Ralph Corbett, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


