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November 27, 2017 
 
Vice-Chairman Ralph Corbett called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation District 
to order at 5:03 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were James Brady, Laura Kiehl, Diane 
Ahlgren, Sigrid Pugrud, and Sarah Stevens.   Also present were Lorna Philp, NRCS and Carie Hess. The 
vice-chair noted Nathan Descheemaeker and Craig Iverson were absent from the meeting and that Rodney 
Rowton was on his way and would be a few minutes late. The October 30th minutes were read; James 
Brady moved to approve as submitted and Sigrid Pugrud seconded, motion carried.  
 
Guest/ Public Comment: None at this time. 
   
Reports:  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Diane Ahlgren reported that Rodney Rowton, Lloyd Rowton, Skip Ahlgren, and Jay 
Woodford had attended the Delphia-Melstone Canal users meeting to discuss the storage project.  The 
canal users mentioned that they have been working on the canals since the 2011 flood but that they are 
still interested in the project.  It was noted by some of the agency folks at the meeting that progress does 
not always mean “moving dirt” and it was thought that if the group would like to apply for funding to 
finish the feasibility and geological studies that it may be considered progress on the water right which is 
due to expire in 2020. 
 
MRCDC Report: Laura Kiehl reported that the council had met at the MACD Convention and that there 
were updates on Aquatic Invasive Species work that was going on especially with the Central and Eastern 
Montana Mussel Response taskforce (CEMMR).  She noted that the council approved their work plan and 
that Jim Beck was going to be putting a water rights presentation together on exempt rights.    
 
MWC Report: It was reported that the next meeting is scheduled for December 12th in Roundup at noon.  
It was also noted that Laura Nowlin had put together a nice article for the Prairie Populist and that it was 
published.    
 
MSGOT Report: Diane reported that the group needs to meet one more time face to face this year to 
meet the state statutes on the group.  She noted that it looks like they will be meeting on December 15th 
and that they may have the rules for the HQT at that time to review.    
 
NRCS: Lorna Philp reported that CSP is wrapping up and that Reba and Loyd are finishing up some 
surveying and construction checks.  She noted at the acting state conservationist Tom Hedt has started his 
detail which ends in February 2018.  She noted that Tom has experience in everything from the field 
office level up in several states.  She also mentioned that acting chief Leonard Jordan is on his detail and 
that he was at the MACD Convention and mentioned to all those that the full-time employee (FTE) cap 
has been lifted and that they will be starting to the hiring process to fill approximately 1200 field 
positions across the nation, and that they are working on the field office level first and then working into 
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higher levels.  She noted that they are working with the HR department to streamline the process. It was 
noted that the HR is understaffed as well and that there are a few problems with the supervisory DC 
positions so those may not be hired right away.  Lorna also reported that Mr. Jordan wants field staff to 
convey the problems with programs such as CSP to those in DC that are heading those programs to help 
fix some of the frustrations of the staff trying to implement the programs.  Lorna reminded the board that 
the Fergus CD is having a soil health roundtable at the office on December 5th at 1pm with Kate Vogel of 
North 40 Ag. Lastly she mentioned the grazing workshops with Rick Caquelin and Josh Schrecengost.  It 
was noted that the Fergus CD was thinking that if the district’s charge $5 that it could cover snacks, 
coffee and lunch.  They were thinking of at the Eagles Club in Lewistown since they have done a bunch 
in Grass Range.  She also reminded everyone that the Soil Health workshops are scheduled for January 
across the state.       
 
MRP Report: It was reported that Loni Blackman has been hired and is due to start December 4th.  Both 
Emily and Stacey Barta will be helping her get settled and up to speed on where things are at.   
 
BSWC Report: Carie reported that there are two new members who are very excited to start and that 
their first day is January 8th.  She noted that it will be a whirlwind week for them with meetings in Great 
Falls and Helena that week.   
 
Winnett ACES: It was reported that the land committee met and that things are progressing nicely.  It 
was noted that the next meeting is scheduled for January 9th for the full ACES meeting and that the land 
committee will have meetings with Brian Martin with the TNC on December 11th and 18th.     
   
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent 
 
Diane- She reported that the BLM comments for the sage grouse amendments are due December 1st.  She 
shared with the board her personal comments that she will be submitting and asked if the board would 
like to comment. She also noted that the district was named as a cooperator in the amendment and that 
when the final documents came back from DC that there had been changes that were done after comments 
had been given.     
 
Laura – Reported that she had attended the MACD convention and that the by-laws were passed and that 
the only resolution was also passed. She passed along copies of the by-laws and the resolution.          
 
Rodney – Mentioned a little about the trip to the Delphia-Melstone meeting and that there is going to be 
some more BLM fuels mitigation in Jackson creek coulee in Garfield County.       
 
Ralph – Mentioned that the prairie dog population along the Petrolia Bench has tripled and covers at least 
six different landowners currently.   
 
Sarah – Nothing at this time. 
 
Sig – Nothing at this time. 
 
James – Nothing at this time.   
 
Nathan – Absent 
 
Old Business:  
Permissive Levy – It was thought to have Karl come to the February meeting as first choice and a March 
meeting as second choice.       
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FY 2018 Work Plan Planning – Laura Kiehl shared with the board the changes that she had thought of 
and the board worked through those changes and a few others.  Ralph Corbett moved to approve the 2018 
work plan as written and Laura Kiehl seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Computer Purchase – Carie gave the board an update that the computer had been purchased and it was 
cheaper than originally approved.  She also noted that she did not have to purchase software as the district 
still had a license on existing software applications that was used.   
It was discussed that the district has an old laptop from around 2005 that needs to be gotten rid of as it 
needs a battery and only had about a 250 MB hard drive which is way too small for the district’s needs. 
Ralph Corbett expressed interest in the laptop and Sigrid Pugrud moved to give the laptop to Mr. Corbett, 
James Brady seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  
Carie then noted that the new computer does not fit in the carrying case the district currently has and that 
she would like to explore getting a new one which she figures the cost would be less than $60 for.  Sigrid 
Pugrud moved to allow the purchase of a new carrying case for the computer and Sarah Stevens seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
310 Complaint - Carie updated the board that she had put a call into Mr. Boettger, the county attorney on 
November 13th but had not received any word back yet.  Sigrid Pugrud moved to get legal counsel from 
Don McIntyre and Laura Kiehl seconded the motion which passed unanimously.     
  
New Business:  
Permits –Nothing new.   
 
MWCA Annual Conference – It was discussed that with the district picking up working on several 
different invasive species that it would be good to go to this conference.  The board discussed sending 
both BSWC members as well as possibly Rodney Rowton.  Ralph Corbett moved to send three people to 
the conference; James Brady seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered any 
questions. Laura Kiehl moved to approve the report as submitted, Ralph Corbett seconded, the motion 
passed and checks and claims were signed.    

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Ralph Corbett moved to approve as 
submitted and James Brady seconded, the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: The board reviewed the written administrative report and the grant status update 
on their own.    
 
Open Range Consulting: The board discussed having a meeting with Matt Comer and it was thought 
that this meeting would need to probably happen this spring and that it should just be the board, NRCS 
staff, local producers and Matt.     
 
MACD Dues Conflict:  Laura Kiehl mentioned that she felt that as the MACD By-laws were passed that 
some of the conflict will be resolved.  James Brady asked which district’s had paid their dues and Laura 
Kiehl sent around a report with who had paid on it.  It was noted that there was about $60,000 in dues not 
paid this year.   
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
 
Announcements:  
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Next board meeting December 19th, 2017 @ 4 pm.   
 
With no further business Rodney adjourned the meeting at 7:32 pm 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


