
 

 

 
Petroleum County Conservation District 

P.O. Box 118, Winnett, MT  59087-0118 
406-429-6646 ext. 104 

petroleumcd@midrivers.com 
Local Common Sense Conservation 

www.petroleumcd.com 
             
             
             
              
December 29, 2016 
 
Chairman Ralph Corbett called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation 
District to order at 2:15 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Laura Kiehl, 
Craig Iverson, Rodney Rowton, Diane Ahlgren, James Brady and Sigrid Pugrud.   Also present 
were Carie Hess, guest Laura Nowlin, Bill Milton, Nate Descheemaeker, and Kate 
Descheemaeker. Reba Ahlgren and Marni Thompson, NRCS.  The November 28th minutes were 
read; Laura Kiehl moved to approve as corrected and Craig Iverson seconded, motion carried. 
 
Guest/ Public Comment:  
Laura Nowlin – Spoke to the board about the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 
grant application that submitted.  She informed them that the request was for $32,500 for salary 
and benefits for a coordinator to do a feasibility study to see what type of structure within our 
community would be best suited to be a collaborative buying agent to purchase lands in the 
county and keep them as working ranches.  The coordinator would be supervised by a smaller 
group of CD supervisors and landowners that would be more active than the full group. The 
coordinator would then seek more experts in areas of realtors, easements ect.. It was noted that 
the awards will be announced in late February to mid-March and that the person would start in 
May and end in November by Stockgrowers.    
 
Reports:  
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered 
any questions.  It was noted that on the overall categories there needs to be some adjustment or 
new ones added as some line items are out of budget. Craig Iverson moved to approve the report 
as submitted, Laura Kiehl seconded the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.   

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Sig Pugrud moved to approve as 
submitted and Rodney Rowton seconded the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: Carie went through her grant status page with the board.  She noted that 
she was working on a few grant reports that will need signatures next week.  She presented the 
one report that she had completed for review and signature.   
 
Open Range Consulting: Carie reported that there is nothing new to report on this item but that 
she would like to keep it on the agenda and will update the board as more information comes in.    
 
New Working Group – It was mentioned that the community working group may take over this 
group so maybe it should be tabled until the community working group is up and going.  
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It was also noted that the community working group had a planning meeting just before the 
district board meeting to help with planning of the January 30th meeting.   
 
District Outreach Materials – Carie had put together some materials and wanted the board’s 
opinion and approval of the purpose and mission statement of the district as well as a one page 
handout to take to the legislature.  She also asked for the board to review and approve the well 
information packet that Travis Wilson had submitted.  The board tabled these until the next 
meeting so that they had time to review in depth and make suggestions. 
 
Website – Carie mentioned that the district website is live and that there is the last years’ worth 
of information on it currently.  She showed the board what it looked like and noted that she 
would be adding things in the next couple of months.  She noted that if board members look at 
the website and find glitches or see something missing to please contact her.   
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Diane Ahlgren mentioned that the Conservation District is holding the water 
rights for the storage project.  It was noted that there is a sunset date on those rights which is in 
2020.  She asked if the board wanted to write a letter to the group about the water rights and the 
sunset date looming in the not so distant future.  Bill Milton asked if that this project should be 
looked at by the Musselshell Watershed Coalition as it was a top 15 project in the watershed 
plan. It was noted that members of the MMWG should attend a coalition meeting and bring this 
project up.     
 
MRCDC Report: Laura Kiehl reported that the next quarterly meeting is scheduled for January 
5th in Havre in conjunction with the Milk River Watershed Alliance meeting. She noted that 
there were no December meetings of the CMR working group or the bison sub-committee.  It 
was noted conservation menu that the sage grouse sub-committee has put out is proving to be a 
valuable tool.  She also reported that the Mussel Response team is handling all the mussel stuff 
in the state.  She reported that council member Dick Iversen out of Richland CD mentioned that 
the Fort Peck tribe is upset with the state as they had been promised bison and the transfer of 
those animals has been halted.  It was mentioned that funding was found for the Ranching for 
Rivers project for counties on the western side of the state and that there is an RRGL application 
in for legislative approval for more money for the program on the eastern side.  Lastly she 
reported that the council had approved a letter of support for the NFWF grant application and 
some in-kind contributions.  They will be discussing the match money at the quarterly meeting. 
 
MWC Report: Laura Nowlin reported that representative Harris is carrying a petition for water 
commissioners to the legislature.  She noted that the next coalition meeting is scheduled for 
February 14th in Roundup.    
 
MSGOT Report: Diane Ahlgren reported the group met on December 6th and approved a 
couple more contracts for easements.  She mentioned that so far the team has allocated three 
million of the ten million dollars in their funding on conservation easements.  She noted that the 
group has drafted a (HQT) Habitat Quantification Tool and at the next meeting they are going to 
try and run some of the projects through it but that it is complicated to understand it is to see it.  
They will be completing public hearings on the tool and rules in January as well.  There is to be 
one in Roundup on January 6th.    
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NRCS: Marni Thompson reported the money has been allotted for the sage grouse special 
initiative to seed crop back to grass. They will be working with those producers who signed up 
for the program.  They are continuing to work with producers on EQIP and it is there hope to 
have them all tied up by March.  There is a new CSP program with a sign up deadline of 
February 3rd.  Currently they are being trained on the program and will keep the board informed 
of what can be expected.  Lastly she reported that she has Joshua Dukart in mind for a late May 
workshop.  She handed out his bio to the board.  She also noted that she is working with Reba 
and Carie on Ladies Day on the Range and those should be finalized by the next meeting.   
 
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Nothing at this time.   
 
Diane- Reported that the sage brush planting in Petroleum County was reported in the media.  
She mentioned that BLM had planted sage brush plugs in knee high cheatgrass and that the 
outcome is mediocre at best.    
 
Laura – Reported that on Christmas Eve she had a blue heron fly by her place.   
 
Rodney  – Reported that Lloyd had received a letter that there would be more fuel mitigation 
work being done on Jackson Coulee.     
 
Ralph – Nothing at this time.   
 
Sarah – Absent. 
 
Sig – Reported that the Petroleum County Planning Board met on December 8th and that it was 
well attended.  She noted that there was interesting discussion on how most of the agencies could 
find funding possibly for acquisitions, roads but not weed control.  It was thought to have an 
annual meeting with the agencies that are active in the county for updates.   She also noted that 
she had attended the school board meeting with Charlie Ahlgren about the Beef project from the 
Community working group.  She noted that the school board and staff seem to be onboard with 
the project and that there will be a meeting on January 6th to work out the details.  It was also 
noted that there were about 100 letters sent out to local Stockgrowers asking for donations and to 
date there are 14 animals donated and approximately $400 in cash donated.       
 
James – Reported that he had attended the informal meeting with representative Daines and that 
most of the conversation was focus around PILT payments in the county.   
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Supervisor Terms & Elections – It was noted that at this time no one has stepped up to be 
appointed to the Montana Salinity Control Association Board.   
Nate Descheemaeker was asked what his thoughts were about being appointed to the board and 
Nate replied that he was up to being appointed to the board.  Sig Pugrud moved to appoint 
Nathan Descheemaeker to fill Craig Iverson’s position until the next regular election.  Rodney 
Rowton seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Lastly the district had not received a 
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letter from the Town of Winnett in regards to appointment of the Urban supervisors so the board 
agreed that this should be tabled until next month.     
 
Black-footed Ferret reintroduction/Prairie Dog Management – The board discussed this 
more and came up with some revisions to the current statement. It was noted that they would 
bring the final recommendation to the January meeting for approval.  
  
Permissive Mill Levy – It was noted were the board was in the process. It was noted that the 
board would like to hold a conference call with Laurie Zeller and Karl Christians at the February 
Meeting to have all their questions answered before moving forward.   
  
Employee Policy Handbook Changes – Carie mentioned that the changes had not been 
completed and that the appendices had not been received.  She will inform the board as soon as 
they have been and then the policy can be reviewed and approved.  
 
CO Engine – It was noted that at the November meeting Laura Kiehl had brought in three 
different descriptions and costs for a CO engine.  The board at this time is still looking into all of 
the information on these engines to see if one is best suited for the district and the associated 
costs. 
 
New Business:  
Permits – None at this time.  
 
223 Grant for Workshop Series – Carie mentioned to the board that the next deadline for 223 
grant applications is January 15th and that she would like to submit one to cover cost associated 
with the workshop series which would include a garden workshop, Ladies day, kid’s day and the 
Josh Dukart workshop.  Jim Brady moved to approve submitting an application and Sig Pugrud 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.    
 
Legislative Events – Carie mentioned that the Rotunda day at the Capitol and the Legislative 
Meet & Greet are scheduled for January 24th.  She informed the board that the Rotunda event is a 
free event where the district could put up a display and speak to legislators at breaks and lunch.  
She noted that this is a good opportunity for the district to display its work and to show the 
importance of conservation on the land.  It was also noted that while the district should not be a 
partner in the meet & greet that they should attend to talk with more legislators in a more relaxed 
and casual environment.    She asked for travel funds to attend them both which would mean 
travel to Helena on the 23rd and coming home on the 25th.  Craig Iverson moved to allow Carie to 
attend and Ralph Corbett seconded the motion which passed unanimously.    
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting January 30, 2017 @ 5 pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 5:45 pm 
 
 
 
Ralph Corbett, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


