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Chairman Rodney Rowton called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation 
District to order at 5:04 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Diane Ahlgren, 
James Brady, Sigrid Pugrud, Laura Kiehl, and Sarah Stevens.   Also present were Carie Hess, 
Marni Thompson with NRCS, and guests Laura Nowlin, Musselshell Watershed Coalition, and 
William Friedman and John Lange with the Big Sky Watershed Corp.  By phone were Laurie 
Zeller and Karl Christians with DNRC Conservation Districts Bureau.    
 
Permissive Mill Levy –  
Laurie Zeller and Karl Christians were available to field questions from the board in regards 
calling for a permissive mill levy.  During the question and answer session it was noted that  
 All employees need to receive the group benefit but that the levy could be pulled for one, 

two or all employees.   
 A public hearing would need to be done at the start and then every year but that the rates 

do not have to be increased every year.   
 A base rate has to be in place for a year before you call for the levy. The minimum 

amount the base can be is $10. 
 That the forms need to be filled out and submitted to the county in August.   

 
The January 30th minutes were read; Sigrid Pugrud moved to approve as submitted and Ralph 
Corbett seconded, motion carried. 
 
Guest/ Public Comment:  
John Lange & Willie Friedman – reported that they are working on getting the salinity volunteer 
program up and running for the first monitoring date in April.  They are working with DNRC to 
get the canal seepage study details worked out and dates lined up. It was noted that Willie is 
working on the Saltcedar project below Fort Peck Dam to the state line and that he will be 
working on the district’s well project as well.  Lastly it was noted that they both will be running a 
station at the district’s kid’s day.    
   
Reports:  
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered 
any questions. Ralph Corbett moved to approve the report as submitted, James Brady seconded, 
the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.   

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Sigrid Pugrud moved to approve as 
submitted and Laura Kiehl seconded, the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  

Rodney Rowton, Chairman, Ralph Corbett - Vice Chair, Laura Kiehl –Treasurer & MRCDC, 
 James Brady – Supervisor, Sig Pugrud – Supervisor & MSCA, Nathan Descheemaeker- Supervisor, Sarah Stevens – Urban 

Supervisor, Diane Ahlgren – Associate Supervisor & MWC, MMWG, & MSGOT, & Craig Iverson – Associate Supervisor 
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Administrative report: Carie went through her grant status page with the board.  She mentioned 
to the board that she had been asked if the board would be willing to sponsor an AML contract 
with DEQ for approximately $1,200 to 1,500 to help with the tailings reclamation in the 
Roundup Reach projects.  Ralph Corbett moved to approve to sponsor the contract; James Brady 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  Carie also mentioned that she would like the 
board to approve to have the Chairman and Vice Chairman to be able to sign grant invoices and 
contracts as at this time it is only the chairman and it is hard to come to town just to sign.  James 
Brady moved to allow both the Chairman and the Vice Chairman to sign contracts and invoices; 
Sigrid Pugrud seconded the motion which passed unanimously.    
 
Open Range Consulting: Carie reported that there is nothing new to report on this. 
 
New Working Group – Laura Nolin reported that the working group should hear sometime in 
the next month if they were awarded funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
(NFWF).  She reported that currently she has secured $4,000 of the $7,500 match funding that is 
needed for the project.  It was noted that the Endowment Fund awarded the project $1000 and 
that they may be able to do more after their grant and scholarships are awarded.   
Laura reported that the Petroleum County Growth Policy is in draft form and that the 
commissioners and town council will be reviewing for any changes then it will go out for public 
comment and public meetings will be held in May.   
 
District Outreach Materials – The board reviewed the Artesian well Project informational 
packet.  Ralph Corbett moved to approve the materials in the packet and James Brady seconded 
the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Payroll Policy – After reviewing the couple of changes that were made Sigrid Pugrud moved to 
approve the payroll policy and Laura Kiehl seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Weather Station – After several members of the board looked over what Levi Johnson had 
brought down to the office it was noted that the station appears to be missing a few parts.  James 
Brady took interest in seeing if he could find parts for it as he has a station at his house.  Sigrid 
Pugrud moved to give the station to James Brady and Ralph Corbett seconded the motion which 
passed unanimously.     
 
Fence Markers – Carie mentioned to the board that the last of the fence markers had been sold.  
She wanted to know if the board would continue with the project or wanted to give it up.  IT was 
noted that the board would like to get a cost estimate on the project before moving forward one 
way or another.     
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Diane reported that she had attended a Delphia- Melstone Water Users 
Association (DMWUA) meeting in regards to the Off Stream Storage project.  The members of 
the DMWUA stated that at this time they are still trying to recoup from the flooding and the 
money they had to personally put out.  It was thought that maybe they could put in a small 
reservoir of their own that might go towards movement on the water rights.  She also noted that 
both Llyod Rowton and she had attended the Musselshell Watershed Coalition meeting. 
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MRCDC Report: Laura reported that Rachel Frost was working a drafting a letter to Zinke and 
that she had asked for topics.  It was also noted that on the Executive Committee call that Fish 
Wildlife and parks is looking to create an AIS Bureau and is looking to hire 14 people to staff the 
bureau.  It was reported that the Montana Watershed Coordination Council (MWCC) was 
creating a website that would work as a tool kit for monitoring the AIS efforts. Laura and Diane 
reported that they had met Levi Morgan with the USFWS Partner’s program for this area and he 
is interested in coming to a meeting to introduce himself and inform the board on the program.  
Diane mentioned that the bison sub-committee meeting was very intense and that most of the 
committee feels that they should not meet again.      
 
MWC Report: Laura reported that the coalition is submitting an AIS grant through the Lower 
Musselshell CD for signage and education along with some long range planning.   
 
MSGOT Report: Diane reported that she had attended a couple of webinars with the original 
stakeholder group which is working on the Habitat Quantification Tool (HQT).  There have been 
no meetings of the full team just the stakeholder’s calls and webinars.  Diane mentioned that she 
feels that the stakeholders are going in the right direction with the tool.   
 
NRCS: Marni Thompson reported that they are working on getting the EQIP applications 
wrapped up and completing field work and cost estimates for those applications so that they can 
be ranked. She noted that there are 3 in SGI, 1 High Tunnel, and 4 in Crop conversion for 
Petroleum County.  She noted that they will know March 10th if they are funded.  She reported 
that she had attended a sage grouse meeting last week and that some issues with where to mark 
fences as the data that they have been given has confirmed and non-confirmed LEK’s as well as 
historical sites.  They are working on getting fences in the confirmed and non-confirmed LEK’s 
marked.  The states disturbance cap for projects has caused some problems for projects in 
Petroleum County.  In Petroleum County the current cap of five percent disturbance is making it 
hard for any project to be approved even if it is temporary disturbance.  The projects will not be 
completed without having to do a public comment period.   
 
MRP Report: Nothing at this time.   
  
 
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent   
 
Diane- Mentioned that she had attended the Rangeland Rotunda day and that there was a fairly 
good crowd.  She reported that the new local working group land subcommittee would like to 
have  Brian Martin with The Nature Conservancy come and speak about what they do at the 
Matador Ranch.  The full group would not be meeting until after they know about the grant.  She 
mentioned that they talked Elk numbers and that Laura Nowlin had sent a website with an Elk 
Management Plan on it but that it seems the plan has not been updated since 2002.    
 
Laura – Mentioned that at the CMR working group meeting the Matador Ranch manager had 
talked a little about their work with young producers.  She reported that of the 19 current leases 
seven of them were young producers.  She also noted that there had been a lot of interest in what 
we were doing with our group.    
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Rodney  – Nothing at this time.     
 
Ralph – Nothing at this time. 
 
Sarah – Nothing at this time. 
 
Sig – Nothing at this time 
 
James – Nothing at this time.  
 
Nathan -  Absent  
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
Old Business:  
Black-footed Ferret reintroduction/Prairie Dog Management – It was noted that Sig would 
take a look at the latest draft of the statement and would bring the final version to the next 
meeting.    
  
Employee Policy Handbook Changes – Carie mentioned that the changes had not been 
completed and that the appendices had not been received.  She will inform the board as soon as 
they have been and then the policy can be reviewed and approved.  
 
CO Engine – Nothing at this time 
 
New Business:  
Permits – None at this time.  
 
Aquatic Invasive Species -  Carie mentioned that there is a lot of work going on across the state 
on Aquatic Invasive and that it was thought that the district is a perfect partner for activities 
going on in our area. Carie then asked the board if they would be willing to sponsor an Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Grant for the Missouri River CD Council.  Laura Kiehl moved to 
sponsor; Sarah Stevens seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
 
Announcements:  
The board discussed and came up with a new order for the agendas for future meetings starting 
with the March meeting.   
 
Next board meeting March 27, 2017 @ 5 pm.   
 
With no further business Rodney adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm 
 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


