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Chairman Rodney Rowton called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation District to 
order at 3:05 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were James Brady, Laura Kiehl, Ralph 
Corbett, Sig Pugrud, and Nathan Descheemaeker. Also present were guests Reba Ahlgren, Michael 
Lucas, Lorna Philp (NRCS), Loni Blackman (MRP), Andrew Horvath (BSWC) Laura Nowlin and Carie 
Hess. The chair noted Sarah Stevens and Diane Ahlgren were excused from the meeting. The February 
26th minutes were read; Ralph Corbett moved to approve as submitted and James Brady seconded, 
motion passed unanimously.   
 
Guest/ Public Comment: Laura Nowlin came in and spoke about the BLM scoping meetings that are 
scheduled in the area in regards to the American Prairie Reserves request to change their allotments from 
livestock to bison, continuous yearlong grazing and removal of fences.  It was asked if the district is 
interested in putting together an informational letter and some sort of notice out to county residents.  Sig 
Pugrud mentioned that she thought that the Petroleum County Stockgrowers would be sending some 
comments.  James Brady felt that the CD should put together a comment letter as he feels that the BLM 
and local producers have been working hard to manage the land for the betterment of the landscape and 
that the suggested changes could undo a lot of the management that has been done.  James Brady moved 
to do and outreach of information on the meetings to Petroleum County residents, Ralph Corbett 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
   
Reports:  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: It was noted that the group would be working on writing and RRGL application to 
work with the BOR application on the off-site storage project.        
 
MRCDC Report: Nothing at this time as Laura Kiehl was unable to make the Executive Committee Call.   
 
MWC Report: Nothing new at this time other than next meeting is April 10th in Roundup starting at 
noon.   
 
MSGOT Report: Nothing new at this time other than the next meeting is May 4th.   
 
NRCS: Michael Lucas reported that there are three EQIP applications in the county, two SGI Cropland 
back to Grass applications and one general SGI application that have been pre-approved.  He also 
reported that there is one CSP application in the county. It was noted that they hope weather permitting to 
be able to get in to the field soon and start field work.  Lastly he reported that Lori Ziehr is the new acting 
State Conservationist and that there should be a new permanent State Conservationist in June and then 
they will be looking at the District Conservationists positions.  They have hired a new civil engineer in 
the Lewistown field office, Nicholas Schalitz starts in April.   
 

Rodney Rowton, Chairman, Ralph Corbett - Vice Chair, Laura Kiehl –Treasurer & MRCDC, 
 James Brady – Supervisor, Sig Pugrud – Supervisor & MSCA, Nathan Descheemaeker- Supervisor, Sarah Stevens – Urban 

Supervisor, Diane Ahlgren – Associate Supervisor & MWC, MMWG, & MSGOT, & Craig Iverson – Associate Supervisor 
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MRP Report: Loni reported that she is doing catch up work with her kitchen table visits with producers 
that have been doing the monitoring with the partnership.  She reported that her position was extended 
through October of 2019 which should give them two more field seasons to finish up.  She noted that the 
MRP has a Facebook page and does a newsletter.  She noted that there will more than just monitoring 
information included in both of those and asked if board members wanted to sign up for.  She passed 
around a sign-up sheet for those who were interested to put down their information.   
        
BSWC Report: Andrew Horvath reported that he has been working on the CMR Community Calendar 
and it is up on the CMR website.  He noted that if anyone knew of an event please contact him and he 
would add it to the calendar.  He reported that the salinity monitoring on the Musselshell will start in 
April and that they have gotten most all of the volunteers their equipment.  It was noted that Colin is 
working on the well project and has had a meeting with John Ritten and that the next steps would be a 
public meeting to go over history, updates and to gauge new interest.  Andrew reported that he is working 
with the Living on the Bank project for the MRCDC and that the website is being developed by Kate 
Aprin with SWCM and that Andrew will be working with the committee in developing the trainings and 
information put on the site about living near the water’s edge. Lastly he reported that there is an ACES 
meeting on April 3rd at 6pm and there will be a potluck, Julia Haggerity will be there with her students, 
and Kate French will present the feasibility study.    
 
Winnett ACES:  
   
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent 
 
Diane- Absent 
 
Laura – Reported that Petrolia Lake is full and running over the spillway.   
 
Rodney – Nothing at this time 
 
Ralph – Nothing at this time.       
 
Sarah – Absent   
 
Sig – Nothing at this time    
 
James – Nothing at this time.     
 
Nathan – Ask if the district could qualify for coordinating status?  He asked if there a land use plan and 
resource management plan in place for Petroleum County.  Sig Pugrud noted that she thought that a lot of 
that has been done as part of the County’s plan for growth and zoning.  She noted that the plan is 
available at the courthouse and the county library to viewing.   
 
Old Business:  
Permissive Levy – Sig Pugrud brought up that she had felt the board had voted a few months back to not 
go forward with the permissive mill levy.  Laura Kiehl went back to the August 2017 minutes and it was 
noted that it was general consensus to not go forward this year with the levy but there was no vote.  Carie 
noted that after that meeting some new detail came into light about setting the base year and that is why it 
was still on the agenda and why Karl Christians did the informational portion at the last meeting.  It was 
noted that the board could move forward and vote a few ways on this.  They could vote no and withdraw 
the $10 a month they are currently giving, they could vote no and continue with the $10 they currently 
give, or they could move forward and vote yes.  Sig Pugrud asked if the district budgets for benefits.  
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Carie reported that currently we do not more than the retirement and the $10 but that if the board wanted 
to look at that for the next fiscal year they could and that she would have the administrative grant ready 
for the board at the next meeting and would need to have the full budget into the county by July 1st but 
they usually hold their budget meeting in May.            
 
310 Complaint – Laura Kiehl reported that they had gone out and completed the site inspection and that 
currently the creek is out of its banks at the location.  It was noted that everyone was pretty sure the creek 
had removed the dam.  It was noted that everyone was in agreeance that when the water receded that 
pictures should be taken to show that there is nothing left of the dam and those need to be submitted to the 
district and that the district needs to be notified if there is part of the dam that still needs to be removed.  
Ralph Corbett moved to approve the application with the modification specified that when the water 
receded that pictures should be taken to show that there is nothing left of the dam and those need to be 
submitted to the district and that the district needs to be notified if there is part of the dam that still needs 
to be removed.  Sig Pugrud seconded the motion which passed with a 5 to 1 vote.  Ralph Corbett, Laura 
Kiehl, Sig Pugrud, Rodney Rowton, and Nathan Descheemaeker for and James Brady opposed.  The 
CD’s decision was then signed by board members.   
  
New Business:  
Permits –Nothing new at this time.   
 
NRCS MOU & Civil Rights – Lorna Philp reviewed sections of the MOU with the board and staff.  She 
also went through the Civil Rights portion in more depth.  The district chairman signed the MOU and 
Lorna then handed the board an informational fact sheet about Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and 
what would be expected on the federal side if a request was made.    
 
Sponsorship of  Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies Sage and Columbian Sharp 
tailed Grouse workshop– It was noted that Donna Pedrazzi from the Lower Musselshell CD asked if the 
Petroleum CD would be willing to share a feather sponsorship of $250 with LMCD and MWC.  Ralph 
Corbett moved to approve sponsorship of one third of the $250 with the two other entities; James Brady 
seconded the motion which passed unanimously.     
 
Local Work Group – Carie read the minutes from the local work group meeting that was held just prior 
to the board meeting.  The local concerns that came up through the group discussion were: 
Grasslands—addressing the resource concern to improve plant productivity, health, vigor and 
sustainability.    
Soil Health  
Noxious & Invasive Species 
Irrigation efficiency - Water quality and quantity 
Artesian Wells—winterizing and capping 
 
These were given to the board for consideration. Ralph Corbett moved to approve these concerns in the 
order that they were given; Laura Kiehl seconded the motion which passed unanimously.    
 
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered any 
questions. Sig Pugrud moved to approve the report as submitted, Ralph Corbett seconded, the motion 
passed and checks and claims were signed.  

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, James Brady moved to approve as submitted 
and Laura Kiehl seconded, the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: The board reviewed the written administrative report and the grant status update 
on their own.   
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Open Range Consulting: Nothing new at this time.     
 
Payroll Policy Manual review: Carie gave the board the log boll with the payroll policy manual section 
open for their review.  It was noted that there were no changes to the manual at this time.  Carie noted that 
either Rodney Rowton or Ralph Corbett needed to sign the manual.   
 
MACD Strategic Planning Feedback: Carie noted that she had sent out the email from Ann McCauley 
asking for feedback and it was noted within that email who they should respond to with their feedback.   
 
2018 MACD Convention Hosting: Carie handed the board a packet with keynote speakers for the 2018 
MACD convention for them to review and rank and get back to Carie by April 2nd.  There was also a 
sheet on breakout session ideas that is due by April 2nd as well.   
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting April 30th, 2018 @ 3 pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 5:43 pm 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


