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June 25th, 2018 
 
Chairman Rodney Rowton called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation District to 
order at 3:05 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Sig Pugrud, James Brady, Ralph 
Corbett, Laura Kiehl, and Diane Ahlgren. Also present were guests Lorna Philp (NRCS), Levi Morgan 
(Partners FWS) and Carie Hess. Nathan Descheemaeker joined the meeting a little bit later. The May 29th 
minutes were read; Ralph Corbett moved to approve as corrected and James Brady seconded, motion 
passed unanimously.   
 
Guest/ Public Comment: Levi Morgan, Partners for Fish & Wildlife Service Program, gave an overview 
of what the program covers and how they work with private landowners.  He noted that he was out in the 
area currently doing prairie song bird counts.  Levi noted that if there is interest in the partners program 
has the use of a small twelve to fifteen foot no-till drill to use for seeding in the area.  He is currently 
working on getting a trailer found and modified to better transport it over long distances.  He noted that 
there would be no agreement or rental fee’s associated with the use of the drill just that it is brought back 
in as good as condition as it was taken in.   
Levi also reported on a funding opportunity for the ACES group through National Fish & Wildlife 
Foundation.  They are accepting proposals for sage grouse eco-system projects which could be anything 
from seeding, fencing, tanks and water projects. The Ranchers Stewardship Alliance (RSA) has been 
successful in receiving funds to do projects in the Hi-Line area and it was thought that if the Winnett 
ACES group would apply that they could be the board to put projects out in this region.  Levi went in to 
further discussion on how RSA uses a simple 3 page agreement and that the terms are usually for about 
10 years but that it does vary some by project and landowner, and they are usually a 75/25 % cost share 
with the match being in-kind.  There was also discussion on making a cooperative agreement with NRCS 
to do technical support for the projects. Lorna Philp noted that she would check with the Glasgow Office 
as well as Jerry Shows to see how they are working with RSA now and let the board know.   
It was noted that this call for proposals would open up on July 10th and that the estimated amount to be 
applied for would be $500,000.  It was asked if the board would be a fiscal sponsor and apply for the 
funding for the Winnett ACES unless the group decided to work with RSA.  Sig Pugrud moved that the 
district be the fiscal sponsor on the application if the ACES group decided to move forward.    Ralph 
Corbett seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
   
Reports:  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Diane reported that Laura Nowlin and a few members of the MMRG had a meeting in 
Melstone with several NRCS staff and Delphia-Melstone Water Users members to discuss the project 
further.  She also noted that this year there is a lot of water going by in the river and that there has been 
some bank issues in places. 
 
MRCDC Report: Laura Kiehl reported the council met via conference call on June 18th and that they 
have their annual River Rendezvous planned for July 11-12th in Great Falls with a public event on the 
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evening of the 11th.  She noted that on the call Karl Christians mentioned that Administrative Grants 
should be at the same level as last year or may have a slight increase. It was noted that MACD has hired 
Dan Magowen as their new executive director and that he starts in July sometime.  Laura mentioned that 
Steve Wanderaas and the Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) are pushing to have the Central and 
Eastern Montana Mussel Response group (CEMMR) to educate the legislators in the state on the 
importance of AIS and the long term affects they could have if the state does not keep focus on 
prevention and education.  She reported that there has been talk of adjusting follows on the Missouri 
River using the dams to augment sturgeon larval flows.  She noted that there has been increase efforts to 
have as many supervisors as possible attend the supervisor summit in August in Helena, it’s even noted 
that there are scholarships available to attend.  Lastly she noted that the deadline for resolutions is 
September 1st.   
 
MWC Report: It was reported that there was no June meeting so the next meeting is scheduled for 
August.   
 
MSGOT Report: Diane Ahlgren reported that the group has not met since the district’s last meeting but 
that she has attended the WAFWA tour and a Farm Bureau meeting and that the group’s next meeting is 
scheduled for September 15th.   
 
NRCS: Lorna reported that there were two SGI cropland back to grass applications and one CSP 
application funded.  She reported on the Garden workshop on June 11th with the tour of the Neegard’s 
facility and then a presentation on canning and preserving. It was noted that there was talk of doing an 
insta-pot class this fall in the area if interest is there. She reported that there is a soil health workshop with 
the Fergus and Judith Basin CD’s which will be July 19th starting in Denton about 2 or 3 then heading to 
Stanford.   
Lastly she reported that the DC position here in Winnett had been opened and closed but that she has not 
received any word on the panel at this time.  Tom Watson is the new state conservationist, it was noted 
that this is the first time in a long while that the State Conservationist has a range degree background.  
There will be 15 more positions opened up in the fall and that as part of a pilot project there will be 
continuous applications for soil conservations, soil conservationist techs and engineering positions.  She 
noted that there are a lot of trainings going on across the state for staff.   
 
MRP Report: It was reported that Loni Blackman is no longer with the partnership and that this position 
will be opened up in the next few days so that a person could be hired in July.   
        
BSWC Report: Andrew reported that Colin and he have worked on getting grocery bags and cards 
printed up for the next round of mussel outreach in the Musselshell.  He reported that he is currently 
finishing up a draft long range plan for the Musselshell.  Colin is out completing some monitoring of the 
Lower Missouri Saltcedar project and has a trip planned to monitoring the Cooked Creek area the end of 
next week or the first of the following week.  Andrew reported that there is a CMR meeting at Flatwillow 
Hall June 26th starting at 10 am.  Lastly he noted that the Salinity Monitoring is going well but the high 
flows have made sampling a little more difficult.   
 
Winnett ACES: It was noted that he next meeting will be July 16th at the Matador Ranch to talk with 
RSA.  It was also noted that to date the community center has been given $12,000 in donations towards 
the project.   
 
   
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent 
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Diane- reported that she saw a gentlemen measuring flows at the Mosby Bridge and that they visited and 
it was noted that the river is flowing a lot faster overall since the 2011 flood.  The gentleman also noted 
that the flows are faster than the gauge is reading.   
 
Laura – Mentioned that recruiting is hard. 
 
Rodney – Reported that he has been pulling knapweed and right now it has been coming out roots and 
all.  It was mentioned that he needs to wear gloves to pull the weeds.   
 
Ralph –  Nothing at this time.       
 
Sig – Nothing at this time.      
 
James – Nothing at this time.        
 
Nathan – Nothing at this time.   
 
Old Business:  
Fuels Mitigation Crew Employer – Carie updated the board on where the hiring was at.  She also 
reported back from the June 6th meeting with SMDC and the other counties.  Lorna was going to check to 
see if she could find the list of approved forester contractors in the area and would get that information to 
us.   
 
 FY 2019 Budget– After reviewing the FY 18 budget to date of the meeting and the draft FY 19 budget 
James Brady moved to approve as submitted and Sig Pugrud seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
Supervisor Recruitment – Carie showed the board Sarah Stevens resignation letter and also a flyer she 
had created to try to help with recruitment.     
 
New Business:  
Permits –Nothing new at this time.   
 
Coordination/ Cooperation Status – It was reported that the APR comments were submitted as sent out 
and were hard copied mailed to all those listed in the letter.  Nathan mentioned that he was still working 
on follow up to the procedural processes and has been talking with other counties on their land use plans. 
 
Employee Evaluation Timeline/ Process –Carie handed out the current process for employee 
evaluations and also asked the board to put deadlines for the tasks to make sure that things stayed on 
target to have the evaluations back to the district for approval for the August meeting.  The board agreed 
to keep the same process as it works to spark communication with employees.  They decided the 
following timeline for the steps.  Step one the deadline is to have this out to your respective boards by 
July 15th, Step two and three which are usually done at a face to face meeting should be completed by the 
end of the first week of August.  Step four should be to the Petroleum CD board by the third week of 
August so that we can approve them at the August 27th meeting.   
    
2019 Annual Work Plan –Carie noted that the board needs to set a date to work through their work plan 
for 2019. The board after some discussion settled on having the work plan be on the August meeting 
agenda to go over.      
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Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered any 
questions. Ralph Corbett moved to approve the report as amended to give the Grass Range Ambulance 
Hall $25 and to give the Neegards a $25 gift card.  James Brady seconded, the motion passed and checks 
and claims were signed.  

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Ralph Corbett moved to approve as amended 
to include River Rendezvous registration and Steve Wanderaas’ travel claim. Laura Kiehl seconded, the 
motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: The board reviewed the written administrative report and the grant status update 
on their own.   
 
Open Range Consulting: Carie reported that she needs to get back with Matt Comer to set a date to do 
the field class on the data.       
 
2018 MACD Convention Hosting: Carie updated the board on where the convention planning 
committee was with the convention. 
 
Ladies Day on the Range 2018 –This event was discussed and it was thought to cover soil health 
practices and to have a pasture walk.  It was thought that this could be done on Sig’s land out south of 
town and that it could be in conjunction with North 40 AG’s field day the end of August.   
 
Correspondence: Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members.   
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting July 30th, 2018 @ 3 pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 6:15 pm 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


