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July 25, 2016 
 
Chairman Ralph Corbett called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation 
District to order at 5:05 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Laura Kiehl, 
Craig Iverson, Sarah Stevens and Diane Ahlgren.   Also present were Carie Hess and Brandon 
Steinberg, Acting DC for the Winnett Field Office, and guest Emily Standley, Montana 
Rangelands Monitoring Partnership Range Technician and Travis Wilson, BSWC member. The 
June 27th minutes were read; Sarah Stevens moved to approve as corrected and Diane Ahlgren 
seconded, motion carried. 
 
Guest/ Public Comment:  
Emily Standley, Montana Rangelands Monitoring Partnership Range Technician – 
Reported that the program is starting to really take shape and she is working with landowners in 
Phillips, Fergus and Petroleum setting up monitoring sites and collecting monitoring data.  She is 
already has a few more landowners set up for August but is also helping with Montana Youth 
Range Camp.      
 
Reports:  
 
Financial report:  Carie read the Petroleum CD’s financial report Laura Kiehl moved to 
approve the report as submitted, Sarah Stevens seconded the motion passed and checks and 
claims were signed.  

  
Carie then read the MRCDC financial report, Diane Ahlgren moved to approve as submitted and 
Craig Iverson seconded the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: Carie went through her grant status page with the board.  She noted that 
she was working on a few grant reports that will need signatures later on this week or next week.   
 
Ladies Day on the Range 2016: Carie reported that she had emailed Nikki but they had not 
been able to get together last week to discuss this and get a 223 grant application written up.  It 
was noted that the application deadline is July 29, 2016 and that a signature might be needed 
sometime this week for the application. 
 
Open Range Consulting: Carie reported that she had emailed Nikki but they had not been able 
to get together last week to discuss this but that Nikki was working on a proposal to the NRCS 
for possible funding. 
 

Ralph Corbett, Chairman, Craig Iverson - Vice Chair, Laura Kiehl -Treasurer, 
 Rodney Rowton- Supervisor, Sarah Stevens-Urban Supervisor Diane Ahlgren – Supervisor, MMWG  
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Six County Meeting: At this time there is nothing new to report.  The meeting is tentatively 
scheduled for September 20, 2016 in Lewistown but no time as of yet. 
 
2017 BSWC Member: Brandon Steinberg reported that he had talked with the Area HR 
department and that the decision to house more than one BSWC member lies with the DC in the 
office.  He stated that even though he has no problem with having a second member in the office 
but cautioned that the new DC could be against it.  He also stated that he would try to get 
something in writing agreeing to have two BSWC members in the field office. 
 
MMWG Report: Diane reported that the group was going to hold a meeting on July 26th to look 
into getting a weed sprayer hired. 
  
MRCDC Report: Laura reported that there was a tour of the Saint Mary’s siphon which is a 
deteriorating 100 year old structure.   The Milk River Watershed Alliance is starting up again 
and this is looking to be their first big project.  Through the Coalbed Methane Program four new 
wells were drilled in Powder River County.  These wells contain the methane gas and they are 
currently looking at how to release that so that the wells can be used.  The council will be hosting 
a Facilitator training on October 20th at the Lewistown Eagles.  This training is open to 
administrators and supervisors and both are urged to come.  It was reported that the next CMR 
working group meeting will be August 25th at the Fort Peck interpretive Center.  The group will 
be working on their work plan and forming their sub committees for a few of the more intense 
topics. Lastly it was reported that the Ranching for Rivers program was a huge success and that 
the funding has been fully expended and the reporting complete.  They are now working on a 
video documentary showcasing the program’s success to be aired at the state convention in 
November.     
 
MWC Report: Travis reported that the coalition’s salinity monitoring program is going well and 
that he is making his mid- season rounds to check in with the volunteers.  He reported that on 
July 27th that both Laura and he are meeting with some ladies from One Montana to do some 
video documentary on climate change.  Lastly he stated that the next coalition meeting is 
scheduled for August 9th at the Methodist Church in Roundup starting at noon. 
 
MSGOT Report: Diane reported that on August 29th the team will be looking at the applications 
that were deferred.  Her concern with some of the projects is that the mitigation tool is not in 
place yet and that this could cause some problems later on.  She reported that she had attended 
the sage grouse subcommittee meeting in Lewistown on July 14th and they listened to a regional 
BLM planner presentation on how they will be monitoring the sage grouse.  She noted that a 
group from Winnett/ Petroleum County that attended included Sig Pugrud, Chris King, Nick 
Schultz, Laura Nowlin, Jim Brady, Reba Ahlgren and Bonnie Dill. Diane mentioned that she 
feels everything is in writing and that she has some concerns about how it will play out in the 
end.  Lastly she reported that the Winnett/ Petroleum County contingency had a brief impartial 
meeting with Caroline Simme after the July 14th meeting.    
 
NRCS:  Brandon stated that his last day of his 90 day detail will be August 12th.  He noted that 
the paperwork for a Supervisory DC position in either Lewistown or Winnett has been send to 
the HR department but that it will be a while before the position is filled and that there will be a 
regular DC in the other office. He reported that there are 2 CSP applications that were pre-
approved and that field office staff is working on those, and no EQIP contracts for this round. 
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Supervisors Reports: 
Craig & Diane- Reported that they had both attended the presentations the first day and 
presented on the second day of the SGI tour the end of June. They noted that Dave Nagel and Joe 
Smith have been putting some good things coming out on grazing and that the old correlation 
between stubble height and chick survival is being found not true.   
 
Laura – Reported that their neighbor may be using black-foot ferrets to control his prairie dogs. 
 
Rodney – Absent 
 
Ralph – Nothing at this time.   
 
Sarah – Nothing at this time. 
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Supervisor Terms & Elections – It was noted that Craig Iverson and Diane Ahlgren’s terms are 
up December 31st and that Amanda Gillett’s seat is still vacant.  It was noted that Sig Pugrud, 
Nate Descheemaeker, Jim Brady and Levi Nowlin may be interested and good candidates.  Laura 
Kiehl also mentioned that she would talk to Wes and Malori Stahl to see if they were interested 
as well.      
 
Black-footed Ferret reintroduction/Prairie Dog Management – The board reviewed their 
2014 resolution and decided that they may need to just do an amendment and word smith   the 
existing resolution.  The board also discussed having a position statement and it was noted that 
Carie would draft some language up and send to the board for review and comments.   
 
Permissive Mill Levy – It was noted that Carie had included in their board packets the updated 
permissive numbers that set the base at $10 a month per employee.  The board mentioned that 
they still have reservations about paying an employee that is not living in the county money from 
a permissive levy.  It was noted that we have a full year to work through any problems and have 
our questions answered before we can pull the levy.  In that time we will need to have a meeting 
with the county commissioners and a public meeting as well.    
  
2017 Work Plan – It was noted that the amendments had been made to the work plan from last 
meeting and that the work plan was included in their packets.  It noted that the only thing that 
was missing was the Supervisor portion.  The board went through the work plan and each signed 
up for items they were interested in being the go to for.  Ralph Corbett then moved to approve as 
a final work plan, Laura Kiehl seconded and the motion passed unanimously.         
 
Employee Policy Handbook Changes – Carie noted that she has been working with Karl 
Christians with DNRC on the changes and language.  He had sent her the most current template 
of the model handbook which she included in their packets.  It was asked if they would review 
and if they see any changes that need to be made to let Carie and or Karl know.  It was noted that 
they could not approve the handbook at this meeting.   
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New Business:  
Permits – None at this time.  
 
District Operations Audit/ Financial Review FY 2016 – Board members Diane Ahlgren, 
Laura Kiehl, and Ralph Corbett came in before the board meeting and conducted the District 
Operations Audit for the Petroleum County Conservation District and the Missouri River CD 
Council and Financial Reviews for the Petroleum County Conservation District, Missouri River 
CD Council, and the MACDEO.  The board members informed the board of their findings and 
suggested a few things that could be done to be in more compliance.   
 
Laura Kiehl moved to approve the District Operations Audit and Financial review for the 
Petroleum County Conservation District as submitted; Diane Ahlgren seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously.   
 
Ralph Corbett moved to approve the District Operations Audit and Financial review for the 
Missouri River CD Council as submitted; Diane Ahlgren seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.   
 
Ralph Corbett moved to approve the financial review for the MACDEO as submitted; Sarah 
Stevens seconded the motion which passed unanimously.  It was noted that a simple write up 
will be done and given to the MACDEO with the findings of the review.   
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting August 29, 2016 @ 5pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 8:05 pm 
 
 
 
Ralph Corbett, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


