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July 30th, 2018 
 
Chairman Rodney Rowton called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation District to 
order at 3:54 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were James Brady, Ralph Corbett, Laura 
Kiehl, and Diane Ahlgren. Also present were guests Mike Lucas, Reba Ahlgren (NRCS), Dan Casey, 
Alisa Bartos (Northern Great Palins Joint Venture) Laura Nowlin (MWC), Veronica Grigaltchik (Partner 
Position), Abby Northrup (RREC Intern), Kevin Ellison (WWF), Tayla Snapp (Gianforte Office) and 
Carie Hess. Chairman Rodney Rowton noted that Sig Pugrud and Nathan Descheemaeker were absent but 
had called to excuse themselves.   The June 25th minutes were read; Ralph Corbett moved to approve as 
submitted and James Brady seconded, motion passed unanimously.   
 
Guest/ Public Comment: Dan Casey with Northern Great Plains Joint Venture presented who the group 
was and their mission.  He noted that the group covers southwest of the Missouri River in Montana and 
the Dakotas.  He reported that they have a management board which consists of eight agency 
representatives, six NGO representatives, and two private industry representatives.  They also have a 
technical committee which is comprised of thirteen people. He reported that the group focuses on working 
lands by keeping ranching on the landscape as sustainable ranching equals sustainable communities.  He 
showed the board the plow print maps of the area and noted that they maps have been being worked on 
since 2009 by WWF with data obtained from the USDA’s national statistics.  These plow print maps 
show the rate of conversion from rangeland to cropland.  He noted that they do show the different types of 
cropland, perennial and planted.  It was noted that there are 30 million acres of intact rangeland which is 
at low risk for conversion and there are 2.5 million acres of intact rangeland that is at risk for conversion 
in the state of Montana.  It was noted that the plow print does not take into effect anything before 2009 
and that crested wheatgrass is considered intact.  It was noted that in 2009 they took satellite imagery of 
crop and intact lands then have added the annual USDA data from then until now noting that there is a 
one year lag on the data. 
   
Reports:  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Nothing new at this time. 
 
MRCDC Report: Laura Kiehl reported the council met July 11th in Great Falls with the River 
Rendezvous the 12th.  The tour covered bank stabilization areas as well as encompassed the water 
treatment plant and Ryan Dam.  It was noted that they met the new Great Falls field office DC at the tour.     
 
MWC Report: Laura Nowlin reported the coalition’s next meeting is August 14th and that gauging 
station funding will be discussed.  She noted that the 2018 flooding along the river has caused some 
damage and they will be looking at that in the future.  She noted that there will be a board meeting on the 
14th as well just prior to the meeting.  Lastly she noted that there are weed mapping crews out on the 
upper and lower end mapping for saltcedar, knapweed, and leafy spurge.   
 

Rodney Rowton, Chairman, Ralph Corbett - Vice Chair, Laura Kiehl –Treasurer & MRCDC, 
 James Brady – Supervisor, Sig Pugrud – Supervisor & MSCA, Nathan Descheemaeker- Supervisor, Diane Ahlgren – 

Associate Supervisor & MWC, MMWG, & MSGOT, & Craig Iverson – Associate Supervisor 
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MSGOT Report: Diane Ahlgren reported the group had a conference call last week which was a quick 
call to vote to move forward with the Hanson contract.  She noted that their next meeting will be on 
September 14th.  She also noted that currently there are 3 or 4 places that the stakeholder group can’t 
agree on in the HQT.  Currently the HQT manual and policy guidance are out for comment.   
 
NRCS: Mike Lucas reported that they were unable to get a panel for the Winnett DC position so they are 
currently waiting to see what the new state conservationist wants to do.  Reba and Mike noted that there 
are a lot of inventories for new applications and monitoring to be done.   
 
MRP Report: There is nothing new at this time.     
        
BSWC Report: Andrew reported that Colin was out with the weed crew in the lower Musselshell River 
area but that last week he had the flowing wells public informational meeting to see what the next steps of 
the project could be.  Andrew noted that the helped with AIS outreach at the Fergus/ Petroleum County 
Fair and that they will be finishing up the promo with the bags for the MWC.  Those bags are to go to 
local stores to give out to customers.  Lastly he reported that the Living on the Bank project has a bare 
bones website that they are putting all the information in with an expected launch date of sometime in 
September.   
 
Winnett ACES: It was noted that the next meeting will be in September and that the education 
committee will be doing a follow up workshop to the Dave Pratt that will cover financial help.  It was 
noted that when the group met with RSA on July 16th that the ACES will officially become an affiliate 
with RSA and make a local chapter.  It was reported that the group will have an elk meeting in August 
sometime.   
 
   
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent 
 
Diane- reported that Abby Northrup is the second intern through the RREC program to be out here in the 
area.  These interns have toured through all six board members places across the state.  Diane reported 
that she had went along with Colin and Andrew on their tour with Patricia Gilbert (ACOE) to do a survey 
along crooked creek area for Saltcedar and that the Musselshell has a terrible silt bar near the mouth at the 
marina.     
 
Laura – reported that she had saved a tattered monarch butterfly from her cats earlier that day.  She also 
reported that the hand planted sage brush on the old Petia place has had about a thirty percent survival 
rate over the last 25 years.   
 
Rodney – Nothing at this time. 
 
Ralph –  Nothing at this time.       
 
Sig – Absent      
 
James – Mentioned that he had saved a hummingbird and that he attended the well informational meeting 
and would like to see the district continue with this project.          
 
Nathan – Absent   
 
Old Business:  
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Fuels Mitigation Crew Employer – There has been no new updates but Carie will let the board know if 
we get anything new.   
 
Supervisor Recruitment – Carie mentioned that she had a list of possible candidates from the board 
meeting with their phone numbers that she will email out.      
 
Employee Evaluation –Carie reminded the board of the deadlines that they set forth and that she had sent 
out her own information on July 16th.     
  
Coordination/ Cooperation Status – It was noted that there may be a training coming up through the 
CMR community working group.  
 
2019 Annual Work Plan –Carie noted that the board has set the August meeting to go through the work 
plan.  She reminded the board to be working on what they would like to see for projects and programs.  
 
 
New Business:  
Permits –Kiehl Ranch has filed an Emergency application EA18-01.  Laura Kiehl gave a brief overview 
of what they had done.  Ralph Corbett moved to approve the emergency application and to have them 
follow up with a full 310 application for the work.  James Brady seconded the motion which passed three 
votes for and Laura Kiehl abstained.       
    
District Operations Audit & Financial Review –Carie noted that the board needs to set a date to 
complete the annual review and audit.  Carie suggested the September meeting due to the work plan being 
done in the August meeting.  Ralph Corbett moved to complete the District Operations Audit & Financial 
Review at the September 24, 2018 meeting.  Carie noted that she will need at least two supervisors in 
about two hours before the meeting to go through all the paperwork.   
  
 
Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered any 
questions. Laura Kiehl moved to approve the report as submitted.  Ralph Corbett seconded, the motion 
passed and checks and claims were signed.  

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Ralph Corbett moved to approve as 
submitted and James Brady seconded, the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
Administrative report: The board reviewed the written administrative report and the grant status update 
on their own.   
 
Open Range Consulting: Nothing to report at this time.   
 
2018 MACD Convention Hosting: Carie updated the board on where the convention planning 
committee was with the convention. 
 
Ladies Day on the Range 2018 –This event was discussed and it was thought to cover soil health 
practices and to have a pasture walk.  It was thought that this could be done on Sig’s land out south of 
town and that it could be in conjunction with North 40 AG’s field day the end of August.   
 
Correspondence: Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members.   
 
Announcements:  
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Next board meeting August 27th, 2018 @ 3 pm.   
 
With no further business Ralph adjourned the meeting at 5:10 pm 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


