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August 28, 2017 
 
Vice Chairman Ralph Corbett called the regular meeting of the Petroleum County Conservation District 
to order at 5:01 pm in the Conservation Office.  Members present were Ralph Corbett, James Brady, Sig 
Pugrud, Sarah Stevens, and Diane Ahlgren.   Also present were Reba Ahlgren, Cari Ostberg and Mark Mc 
Clendon, with NRCS, Emily Standley, Montana Rangelands Partnership and Carie Hess. The vice chair 
noted that Laura Kiehl, Nate Descheemaeker, and Craig Iverson was absent from the meeting and that 
Rodney Rowton was coming in a bit late. The July 31st minutes were read; James Brady moved to 
approve as corrected and Sig Pugrud seconded, motion carried.  
 
Guest/ Public Comment:  
   
Reports:  
 
Partner Reports: 
MMWG Report: Diane reported that a couple of producers had a second release of knapweed bugs on 
their property.  In July the first release was done with a different bug species so now there are two 
releases of two different kinds of knapweed bugs.  These releases will be monitored for the next four 
years.   
 
MRCDC Report: It was reported that the council would be holding their strategic planning meeting 
September 5th at the Yogo Inn in Lewistown starting at 3pm.       
 
MWC Report: Diane reported that at the August 8th meeting the DEQ presented their preliminary 
findings of their watershed assessment.  It was noted that there were a couple of streams that will be 
removed from the TMDL list and that the Musselshell River only had some areas where there is 
problems.  Diane mentioned that Leon Hammond with Deadman’s Basin said that they were at 70% full 
as of the meeting date which is amazing.  She also reported that they had let water downstream during the 
fire so that it could be used for firefighting efforts.  It was reported that Delphia- Melstone Canal has used 
all of their water and will be shutting down for the season around August 15th.   
 
MSGOT Report: Diane reported that the next meeting is August 31st in Helena.  She reported that there 
has been discussion on making water improvements exempt. She also noted that ta this meeting the 
Rangeland Resource Executive Committee would be there as well as members of the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM).  The question was asked if BLM would follow the state on this and it was thought 
that they would follow the state’s lead.   
 
NRCS: Cari Ostberg, Assistant State Conservationist for Field Operations introduced herself to the board 
and gave a little history of her time with the NRCS.  She noted that it is hoped that they will be looking 
for new guidance to come out on the staff situation after October 1st.  Mark McClendon reported that field 
office staff is working away on contracting.  The only CSP application should be a signed contracted this 
week sometime.  He reported that there were two fire EQIP applications but that both had withdrawn their 
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applications.  Mark mentioned that they are looking to get funding for more fire recovery work in the next 
fiscal year’s budget.   Lastly it was noted that there were 10 signups for ECP between Fergus and 
Petroleum with the majority of them being in Fergus.    
   
MRP Report: Emily Standley reported that she has had a busy summer.  She noted that Cheryl Schuldt 
and her had produced their annual report which mentions that they had more than a quarter of a million 
acres being monitored and an additional 180,000 improved acres being monitored over seven counties 
and that they will be setting up more in September.  She reported that the partnership sent out its first 
newsletter in July and that they are hoping to start to do so quarterly.  Emily reported that she held a 
monitoring workshop in Moore in July and has one scheduled for September 21st in Malta.  She reported 
that she has been helping at youth events over the summer.   She reported that she will be at several 
events in the next month. 
 
BSWC Report: It was reported John and Willie’s terms end the middle of November and that we have 
been awarded as a host site for 2018 for two members.  John and Willie are out this week completing the 
Montana Saltcedar Team Saltcedar float trip on the Lower Missouri River.  Computer access was 
discussed as the requirements that come with having access to the USDA system make it hard to have the 
members on the system as they spend a bit of their term getting access.  It was suggested to just have the 
new members use the district’s internet and printer and to work with the NRCS office staff for bigger or 
complicated printing jobs.    
 
Winnett ACES: It was reported that the last meeting there were updates on the land committee, 
community center committee, and that there would be a Conservation Collaborative workshop and a 
Montana Community Foundation workshop coming up.  Gari King and she had attended the Garfield 
County Fire Foundation meeting and that it was very well organized and that the group has done a great 
job of getting through the rotations of those in need with supplies and hay.  Sig went on to say that there 
will be an anonymous committee that will go through the relief applications and get the money 
distributed.  It was noted that at the time of that meeting there had been $760,000 donated and that there 
are still a few fundraising efforts going on.  
 
At this time Sig Pugrud left the meeting.        
   
Supervisors Reports: 
Craig- Absent 
 
Diane- reported that at the CMR Meeting in Jordan on August 24th there was a good diverse panel to 
speak and take questions about fire relief efforts in the county.   
 
Laura – Absent.   
 
Rodney – Nothing at this time.  
 
Ralph – reported that the Two Crow Ranch had been sold to the American Prairie Reserve.      
 
Sarah – Nothing at this time. 
 
Sig – Absent.   
 
James – Nothing at this time.   
 
Nathan – Nothing at this time. 
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Financial report:  Carie briefly overviewed the Petroleum CD’s financial report and answered any 
questions. James Brady moved to approve the report as submitted, Sarah Stevens seconded, the motion 
passed.  It was noted that with the power outage that checks were not printed but would be in the morning 
that Ralph Corbett and Sarah Stevens would come in and sign them.    

  
Carie then briefly overviewed the MRCDC financial report, Ralph Corbett moved to approve as 
submitted and James Brady seconded, the motion passed and checks and claims were signed.  
 
At this time James Brady left the meeting.   
 
Old Business:  
Permissive Levy – Carie reported that while she was on the phone with Local Government Services that 
they had asked if the district had levied for the permissive. She explained to the person from Local 
Government Services where the district was in the process.  The person from Local Government Services 
urged the district to levy the permissive and set their base year.  The board discussed what this would 
mean and it was consensus to not levy the permissive this year.   
 
FY 2018 Work Plan Planning – Carie urged the board to be working through the work plan at home 
between now and January.         
 
Fire Relief: Carie reported that she has not had time to call Kansas or Texas conservation districts to see 
how they helped with relief efforts.  She reported that she had attended a brief fire meeting in Jordan with 
Eric Miller, Stacey Barta, Jerry Collins, Rachel Frost, Dusty Olson, and Dean Rogge.  She was just there 
to listen to what efforts that they were working on and what information she could pass along as 
producers came into her office.     
   
New Business:  
Permits – None at this time.   
 
District Operations Self-Audit – This has been postponed until the next board meeting due to a power 
outage. 
 
District Financial Review – This has been postponed until the next board meeting due to a power outage. 
It was noted that two or three members of the board with a mix of new members and experienced 
members get together between now and the next board meeting and go through the review.   
 
Employee Evaluations – This has been postponed until the next board meeting due to no quorum.   
 
Administrative report: Carie went through her grant status page with the board.  She informed the board 
about the budget constraints that are being handed down through the state.  She reported that the district 
administrative grant and the AIS grant that were applied for and awarded are currently stuck at DNRC.  
The state has to withhold contracts as they work through the immediate need for fire suppression funds.  
It was noted that DNRC is working hard to keep districts intact with the administrative grants but that the 
other programs such as 223 will be cut back and that watershed groups will also see cuts.  Carie also 
reported that to keep the district’s savings account active on the internet website that it needs to have a 
transaction every six months.  She asked the board to approve to move $2,000 from the checking account 
with $1,000 being done now and the additional $1,000 in six months.  Ralph Corbett moved to transfer 
$1,000 now and to have Carie come back to the board to move then additional $1,000 in six months; 
James Brady seconded the motion which passed unanimously.   
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Open Range Consulting: Carie mentioned that she will have to get back with Matt Comer as the original 
date did not work out for the meeting.  She noted that she will inform the board when she gets more 
information from Matt.     
 
Fence Markers:   Carie reported that she had ordered about 150 sticks of the trim and that Ralph had 
picked it up and will be working on cutting them.  It was noted that there was already a producer wanting 
2-3 miles worth and James Brady mentioned that he also needs a mile worth.  The original order will 
make about 4 miles worth of markers.     
 
MACD Dues Conflict:  Nothing new to report other than Carie had spoken to Dean Rogge and that he 
thought he could make the September or October meeting.    
 
Montana Range Tour:  She noted that they had just received the grant application and that Ralph has 
singed it and she is sending it back first thing in the morning.  Everything is coming along but with the 
fires the attendance looks like it will be down this year. Shonny Nordlund in Fergus and she are working 
together to finish things up.       
 
Correspondence:  Was on the table in the folder and was read by the board members. 
 
 
Announcements:  
 
Next board meeting September 25th, 2017 @ 5 pm.   
 
With no further business Rodney adjourned the meeting at 8:15 pm 
 
 
Rodney Rowton, Chairman             Carie Hess, District Administrator  


